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This report has been prepared in accordance with Montclair Code Section 347­
135B(1). 
 
347‐135B(1): Nomination Proposals.  The party proposing for designation under 
this section shall prepare and submit to the Commission a nomination report for 
each proposed property, site or district.  For individual landmark designations, the 
report shall include one or more photographs, the tax lot and block number of the 
property as designated on the Official Tax Map of the township and a physical 
description and statement of significance and proposed utilization of the site. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
I.  Executive Summary 

 
  The Township of Montclair Historic Preservation Commission was created by 
ordinance in June of 1994.  The Historic Preservation Commission is charged with 
accomplishing the protection, enhancement and perpetuation of especially noteworthy 
examples or elements of the township’s environment in order to: 
 

(1) Safeguard the heritage of Montclair by preserving resources which reflect 
elements of its cultural, social, and architectural history 

(2) Encourage the continued use of historic and/or noteworthy buildings or 
structures 

(3) Foster civic pride in the history and architecture of the Township 
(4) Promote the economic welfare of the township through the preservation of 

historic sites and landscapes 
(5) Enhance the visual and aesthetic character, diversity continuity and interest in 

the township and its neighborhoods 
(6) Discourage the unnecessary demolition or other destruction of historic 

resources 
(7) Encourage beautification and private investment in the township 
(8)  Promote the economic welfare of the township through the preservation of its 

historic sites and landscapes 
 

As per Montclair Code Section 347­135A, criteria for designation, "the 
Commission shall consider as worthy of designation those buildings, structures, objects, 
sites and districts that have integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association and that meet one or more of the following criteria: 
 

(1) Are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history. 

(2) Are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
(3) Embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; 

that represent the work of a master; that possess high artistic values; or that 
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction.  

(4) Have yielded or may be likely to yield information important to prehistory or 
history.  

(5) Are otherwise of particular historic significance to the Township of Montclair by 
reflecting or exemplifying the broad cultural, political, economic or social 
history of the nation, state, region or community."  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



II. History of the Site, Physical Description, Statement of Significance 
 

 

 
Looking west across the main lawn, circa 1915 
 
Charles S. Shultz (1839‐1924), a President of the Hoboken Bank for Savings, and Lucy M. 
Budd (1844‐1905), built the house on 30 North Mountain Avenue in 1896.  It is a three‐
story Victorian residence with twenty‐one rooms.  The house remained in the family for 
three generations until it was donated to the Montclair Historical Society by Molly Shultz, 
also a member, in 1997. The house is notable for its architectural design, its picturesque 
landscape, its eclectic furnishings, and most importantly, for it’s virtually untouched state of 
preservation. Today, the Charles Shultz House, also known as the Evergreens, is part of The 
Montclair Historical Society’s collection of historic houses. It has been listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places since 1979. 
 
History 

Charles Solomon Shultz (1839‐1924), a President of the 
Hoboken Bank for Savings, and his wife Lucy Murrell 
Budd (1844‐1905), bought a two and a half acre parcel on 
the southwest comer of Claremont and North Mountain 
Avenues on March 1, 1894. Purchased from lawyer Starr J. 
Murphy for $11,000, Shultz commissioned his good friend 
and New York architect Michel Moracin Le Brun (1856‐
1913) to build a mansion on this property. 
 
This three‐story Victorian residence was completed in 
1896, and was inhabited by Charles, Lucy, and their three 
children. Also known as the “Evergreens,” the house got 
its nickname from the numerous evergreen trees existing 



around the property’s picturesque landscape. Its forty‐foot height gives the house a 
commanding presence on the hill, and provides for a magnificent, unobstructed view of New 
York City.   The Shultz house is a rare example of residential work by LeBrun.  Stylistically, 
the home is a synthesis of Queen Anne, Tudor Revival, Arts and Crafts, and Colonial Revival.  
Surrounding the front half of the house is an enormous porch offering a panoramic view of 
the Manhattan skyline. 
 

 
 
The Evergreens was designed by one of New York City’s premier architectural firms, 
Napoleon Le Brun & Sons. The firm was known principally for its designs of Catholic 
churches, firehouses for the New York Fire Department, and commercial buildings. The 
twenty‐one room house is one of the few examples of residential work on this scale by 
architect Michel Le Brun. It was Michel who built the still‐standing Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Tower in New York City, which was the tallest building in America from 1909 
until 1913. One of the reasons Le Brun received the commission for designing the 
Evergreens was because of his successful work with Shultz in designing the Hoboken Bank 
for Savings in 1890. While working on the design and construction of Evergreens, Le Brun’s 
heart was won over. He and his wife Maria Olivia moved to a house just one block away 
from the Evergreens at 8 South Mountain Avenue in 1896. 
 
Charles Shultz’s wife Lucy passed away in 1905. Their children Emily, Walter and Clifford 
were given equal shares of the property at the time of their father’s death in 1924. On 
December 31, 1926, Walter and his wife Anna conveyed their one‐third interest in the 
property to Clifford and Emily. In 1931, Clifford then transferred his one‐half share in the 
property to his wife, Florence O’Neill Shultz. In 1952, Emily Budd Shultz transferred her 



one‐half share in the property to Marian (Molly) Shultz. Molly therefore acquired the full 
share of the property at the time of her mother Florence’s death in 1962. 
 
The Charles Shultz House remained in the family until it was bequeathed to The Montclair 
Historical Society in 1997 by Molly Shultz, who was also an active member. Having been 
home to three successive generations of the Shultz family, the house is a near perfect time 
capsule, representing an accurate record of late nineteenth century Montclairion society. 
Unlike other examples of late nineteenth century residences in Montclair, Evergreens 
retains nearly all of its original architectural detail, furnishings, and mechanical systems. 
Few alterations or additions have been made. In 1979, Evergreens was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

 

 
 
Exterior 
The placement of the house at the western end of the Shultz property was critical, for this 
was the highest point of elevation. Oriented towards the east, with a front lawn sloping 
down to North Mountain Avenue, Le Brun positioned the house to capitalize on the views of 
a rapidly growing Montclair as well as New York City. Thus, the verticality and the 
grandiose scale of the structure is accentuated by the surrounding topography, lending to 
the structure an even more imposing presence on the street. 
 
Le Brun, in collaboration with the well‐traveled Shultz, drew on a variety of sources for his 
design of Evergreens. Shultz was eager to see half‐timbered walls and red tile roofs, which 
he admired while in Europe during 1894, be incorporated into the house design. Working 
within the parameters set by Shultz, Le Brun came up with a scheme that was quite 
fashionable for the period. 
 
The house is defined by its tall windows, which are larger on the lower floors and smaller 
on the top floors, further accentuating the verticality of the structure and adding to the 
variety of the house. Le Brun cleverly used the windows as a means of giving the exterior 
added appeal. 
 



The main building is three stories with a roof deck at the top, and the kitchen extension is 
two stories. The facade, with its formal center entrance, is balanced but not perfectly 
symmetrical. The long horizontal line of the veranda, interrupted only by the arched hood 
detail over the central entrance, adds to the perceived symmetry of the house.  It also offers 
a panoramic view of the grounds. 
 
The mansion has a foundation of brownstone, rough granite blocks, and brick. The masonry 
of the exterior walls on the first floor are also a combination of brick and rough granite 
stone. The upper floors, back staircase, and kitchen are wood frame with a stucco and 
chestnut half‐timber finish. Orange‐red terra cotta tiles accentuate the roof.  The cedar 
shingles of the kitchen extension are treated with a linseed oil finish, giving the wood a rich 
dark tincture. Unlike earlier “shingle style” houses in late nineteenth century America, the 
Shultz House does not have a horizontal emphasis.  Instead, verticality and height define the 
structure. This verticality, in keeping with the designs of Richard Norman Shaw and 
advocated in this form of picturesque architecture, effectively echoes both the mountainous 
terrain of Montclair as well as the shape of the Evergreens on the site. 
 
The plan is ordered by asymmetry, giving the structure character in its complexity. The 
solid proportions of the house are weighty, and the high gables, molded chimneys, 
gingerbread‐decorated dormers, finials, and cresting along the roof deck give the building a 
great variety of outline, contributing to the overall intricacy of the house. Shingles cover 
much of the outer wall area. The veranda, the bay windows, and the rooftop deck effectively 
connect Evergreens to its picturesque setting. 

 

 
 
Interior 
The residence consists of two parts: the main building, containing all the principal living 
spaces and bedrooms, and an attached kitchen extension to the rear of the main block. 
Together these give the house a striking polychromy, in contrast to the painted wooden 
Victorian homes more common in Montclair during this period. 



 
The interior first floor plan features a main entrance hall in the center with all other 
primary rooms grouped around it. The other rooms that spin off this hall each displays a 
unique shape and character. Partly due to Shultz’s fear of fire, the interior walls on the first 
floor are masonry, which in turn is a combination of brick and rough granite stone. The 
upper floors, back staircase, and kitchen are wood frame with a stucco and half‐timber 
finish. All visible timber is chestnut. 
 
The first floor and stairwell in the main building feature elaborate windows. The library, for 
example, features two tall windows in the southeast comer of the room, which operate by 
the lower sash sliding up into the wall and a pair of leaded casement windows, set into an 
exterior brick arched window surround. The main stairway is graced by bands of decorative 
leaded windows at each of the two stair landings. More conventional, less ornate windows 
are used in the kitchen and servants wing.  Despite the many windows that provided 
adequate ventilation, the house remained relatively dark. The dark wall coverings, the 
Oriental and Persian rugs, combined with the heavy, dark‐colored drapery and wooden 
venetian blinds, maintained a predominant darkness throughout the house, which was the 
style of the day. 
 
Due to Shultz’s fascination with science, Evergreens incorporates what was at the time 
state‐of‐the‐art technology. It was built with gas/electric lighting fixtures, an electric 
burglar alarm, an enunciator system, an elevator, an advanced gravity hot air heating 
system, the latest plumbing, and an icebox that could be supplied with ice from the outside 
without entering the house. While he was eager to incorporate the latest technology, Shultz 
was also methodical and prudent, characteristics which also helped to shape the design of 
his house. Contingencies and safety measures were built into the house. Rather than be 
entirely dependent on electricity, combination gas/electric fixtures were installed in case 
the electrical system, still in its fledgling state, should fail. 
 

 
 
Significance 
The Charles Shultz House is representative of the new wealth flowing into Montclair during 
its railroad era transformation in the late nineteenth century from a predominantly farming 



community to a prosperous suburb. It is an illustrious example of Victorian taste and 
lifestyle. Le Brun achieved architectural interest and coloration at Evergreens by utilizing an 
eclectic mix of building materials. 
 
It was the arrival of the railroad in Montclair in the 1850s that made Montclair much more 
accessible, initiating interest in the town as a summer home community. As the railroads 
gradually improved, it became a desired location for main residences. Rail service afforded 
Montclairions working in urban locales such as Newark, Hoboken, or Jersey City the 
opportunity to live in a rural setting where land was more readily available, and far less 
expensive. The railroad also enabled them to reach a city within the generally accepted 
commuting time of one half‐hour. 
 
The Charles Shultz House is grand in scale, with its irregular L‐shaped plan measuring 
roughly seventy feet wide and eighty feet deep. The house incorporates a medley of 
architectural styles, including Tudor, Craftsman, and Japanese influences, as well as Queen 
Anne details popularized by the architect Richard Norman Shaw (1831 – 1912) in England 
during the 1860s and 1870s. Michel Le Brun was also known to have had a copy of Shaw’s 
Architectural Sketches from the Continent, a High Victorian sourcebook first published in 
England in 1858. Le Brun drew on some of Shaw’s ideas in his design for Evergreens, 
incorporating a number of details considered to be characteristically “Shavian,” (i.e., from 
Richard Shaw), including the bold gables, the tall molded chimneys, the steeply sloping 
hipped roof, the multi‐window bays, the stair towers, and the small‐paned leaded glass 
windows. 
 
While most houses of this period and of this scale have undergone changes and updates, the 
Shultz House has remained virtually untouched, which is an unusual phenomenon in an 
upwardly mobile community such as Montclair. 
 
Carriage House 
Michel Le Brun was also responsible for the design of the carriage house at the western 
edge of the property, just above the southwestern comer of the house. The carriage house is 
a two‐story structure, rectangular in plan, with wide stable doors. It was designed with 
horse stalls, harness and tack room, and space for two carriages on the ground level. A hay 
room and a caretaker’s apartment are located on the second level. A picturesque cupola, 
providing ventilation to the second floor hay room below, crowns the carriage house roof. 
 
The caretaker of the property, commonly referred to by members of the Shultz family as 
“the man about the place,” lived in the apartment on the second floor of the carriage house. 
This small dwelling, sharing the second floor hay loft, contained two bedrooms, one full 
bath, hall, and a kitchen/living room area. This apartment has since been renovated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix A: 
Tax Map 

 
30 North Mountain Ave 
BLOCK 1401 LOT 2  
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New Search  
Block: 1401 Prop Loc: 30 NO. MOUNTAIN AVENUE Owner: MONTCLAIR HISTORICAL SOCIETY   Square Ft: 7965 
Lot: 2 District: 0713 MONTCLAIR   Street: 108-110 ORANGE ROAD Year Built: 1896 
Qual: Class: 15D City State: MONTCLAIR, N.J. 07042 Style: 

Additional Information 
Prior Block: Acct Num: Addl Lots: EPL Code: 20 3 375 
Prior Lot: Mtg Acct: Land Desc: 86000SF Statute: 54:4-3.52 
Prior Qual: Bank Code: 0 Bldg Desc: 2.75SB2GF Initial: 110197 Further: 110110 
Updated: 01/26/12    Tax Codes: Class4Cd: 0   Desc: MUSEUM 
Zone: R1 Map Page: Acreage: 1.9743 Taxes: 0.00 / 0.00 

Sale Information 
Sale Date: 03/17/97 Book: 5468 Page: 366 Price: 0  NU#: 10 

Sr1a Date Book Page Price NU# Ratio Grantee 
More Info 03/17/97 5468 366 0 10 0 MONTCLAIR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

TAX-LIST-HISTORY 
Year Owner Information Land/Imp/Tot Exemption Assessed 

 

2012 MONTCLAIR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 353800 0   1654300 
  108-110 ORANGE ROAD 1300500     
  MONTCLAIR, N.J. 07042 1654300     

  
2011 MONTCLAIR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 715400 0   2319400 
  108-110 ORANGE ROAD 1604000     
  MONTCLAIR, N.J. 07042 2319400     

  
2010 MONTCLAIR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 715400 0   2319400 
  108-110 ORANGE ROAD 1604000     
  MONTCLAIR, N.J. 07042 2319400     

  
2009 MONTCLAIR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 715400 0   2319400 
  108-110 ORANGE ROAD 1604000     
  MONTCLAIR, N.J. 07042 2319400     

  

Page 1 of 1Property Detail

10/25/2012http://tax1.co.monmouth.nj.us/cgi-bin/m4.cgi?district=0713&l02=071301401____00002...



Appendix B: 
Base Survey 
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NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY II 
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM 

HISTORIC NAME: Charles S. Shultz House 
LOCATION: 30 North Nountain Avenue 

MUNICIPALITY: Montclair 
USGS QUAD: Orange 

COMMON NAME: Shultz House . 
BLOCK/LOT 1401/2; 36- B/5 

COUNTY: Essex 

UTM REFERENCES: 

on3 6 a 1 

OWNER/ADDRESS: Marian Shultz Zone/Northing/Easting 
See above 
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DESCRIPTION 
Construction Date: 1892- 96 

Architect: Hiche 1 Horacin Le Brun 

Style: Eclectic, w/ Elizabethan & Queen 
Anne details 

Number of Stories: 3 + B 

Foundation: Bro~~stone 

Source of Date: National Re~i ster nomina­
tion Form 

Builder: 

Form/Plan Type: Irreeular L 

Exterior Wall Fabric: Stucco, timber, shingle, granite, brick. 

Fenestration: D.H. sash 

Roof/Chimneys: 
Hip roof w/ intersectine eables; terra-cotta roof tile s ; decorative 
brick chimneys on north/south axis . 

Additional Architectural Description: 

The building utilizes a variety of materials; the ground floor is an inter­
play of brick & roueh granite blocks. The upper levels are of stucco & timber 
w/ a shinGled wins in the rear of the house. 

TI1e high ~ables, central dormer w/ polygonal roof, si~e dormers & tiled 
roof of f er a strongl y vari ed texture . 

The surface of the building is a blend of light & shadow, due to the 
varyin~ planes, deep recesses, diverse & textured materials, and the sharp 
s ilhouette of the high pitched dormers. 

PHOTO Negative Fil e IIR35-' Map (Indicate North) 

... 

--· .. --·---··~·-··· ~--- ... ·-· . -···-----··- . . . ·--··-- ---~. . . .. --·--- ---· . ~ ·- . ---- .... .. -... ---···- --·-·-··- -- . ~~-.....-~--------- .. . 



SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION , AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 
Lot size: 200' x 553' irregul ar 

The house is situated on the crest of a hill, above the gr ade of North 
Mountain Avenue. The grounds are terraced & nicely landscaped. There i s a 
carriaee house ( see separ ate form) and a well (~~th decorative ~TOU~ht iron 
~rillework) to the rear of the house. 

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Urban I ] Suburban [X) Scattered Buildings [ ] 
Open Space [ ] Woodland [ ] Residential [X) Agricultural [ ] 
Industrial [ ) Downtown Commercial [ ] Highway Commercial [ ] Other [ ] 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

The Shultz house has ~emained in the family for three generations and still 
contains all of the ori ginal interior furnishings, including rugs , wall cov­
erin~s , and ~the ori ginal finish on the interior oak woodwork. The desi gn of 
the house has also remained unaltered. It holds therefore an important record 
of the 19th century. Additionally, it commands a grand, unobstructed vista 
of the !•lanhattan skyline . Architecturally, it is an interesting and curious 
bl end of styl es , ~~th a beautiful, f lowing interior space, typical of the 
Shingle styl e of the 80's and 90's. 

House designated to the National Register of Historic Places, July 22, {fl979. 
It was featured in the Montclair State College photographic exhibit, ·~illas, 
Cottages & Country Residences" of 1976. 

ORIGINAL USE: Residential 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: Excellent [x] Good [ ] 
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes [X] Possible [ ) 
THREATS TO SITE: Roads [ ] Development [ ] 
No Threat f x] Other I ] 
COMMENTS: 

REFERENCES: 

PRESENT USE: Residential 
Fair [ ] Poor [ ] 
No [ ] Part of District (X] 
Zoning [ ] Deterioration [ ) 

National Recister of Historic Places Inventory - nomination form. 

Miller, D. L •• Map of the rown of Montclair, Philadelphiat D. L. Miller & 
Co., 1901. 

RECORDED BY: 
crR.GAN'IUTION: 

Rita Cavi glia 
Columbia University 

DATE: 4/24/80 



BASE SURVEY Historic Site #: 0713682
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Property Name: Charles Schultz House

Municipality: Montclair

County: Essex

Owner Name: Montclair Historical Society

Zip Code: 07042 Block / Lots:

Ownership Type: Private

USGS Quad: Orange Lot Size: approximately 2 acres
Map Reference: 36-B/5

Owner Address:

Local Place Name:
Street Address: 30   N Mountain  Ave

Property
Description Dating from 1896, Evergreens was the home of Charles S. Shultz (1839-1924), a prominent

Montclair citizen and President of the Hoboken Bank for Savings. Virtually unaltered for 100
years, the house remained in the family for three generations until bequeathed to the Montclair
Historical Society in early 1997. In recognition of the outstanding exterior and interior features
and remarkable state of preservation of the house, it has been listed on the National Register of
Historic Places since 1979.
The architect of Evergreens was Michel LeBrun (1856-1913) of the distinguished firm of
Napoleon LeBrun & Sons, renowned for the still-standing Metropolitan Life Insurance Tower in
New York City - the tallest building in America in 1909. A rare example of residential work by
LeBrun, the Shultz house is a synthesis of styles popular in the last quarter of the 19th century.
Contributing to the varied texture of the facade are the high gables, dormers, terra cotta tiled roof,
and decorative spires and chimneys, as well as the eclectic mix of building materials - brick and
rough granite blocks on the ground floor, shingle on much of the wall area, and stucco and timber
on the upper floors.

The broad porch offers a panoramic view of the Manhattan skyline, and the picturesque two-acre
grounds are landscaped to take full advantage of the commanding hillside location. To the side of
the house is a well with decorative wrought iron grillwork and a handsome carriage house with a
single broad gable stands to the rear.

1401 / 02

Ownership Updated:

  Claremont  AveNearest Cross Street:

 3 ( 1 )Ward (District):

Elevation: East Ref: 8/2005

Current
Photograph

Image File #: 0713682 - 16.jpg

Apt/Unit #:
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BASE SURVEY Historic Site #: 0713682
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Continuation sheet attached? More research needed?

Additional
Information

INTENSIVE LEVEL USE ONLY

Attachments Included:

Associated Archaeological Site/Deposit?

Status:Within A Historic District?

No
Building Structure Object Landscape Bridge Indusry

Site Map
Source:

Location Map
Source:

Maps

Update sheet attached?

Bibliography &
Sources Montclair Historical Society Survey. “Our Collection.”  1 Aug. 2005. http://www.

montclairhistorical.org/collection/evergreens/evergreens1.html
New Jersey Historic Trust.  “Preservation Bond Program, Funded Projects List.” 1 Aug. 2005.
<<http://www.njht.org/profiles/evergreens.htmll>>
Miller, D. L.  Map of the Town of Montclair.  Philadelphia:  D. L. Miller & Co. 1901.
“National Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form.”
Caviglia, Rita.  “Individual Structure Survey: Site #0713682.” Columbia University. 25 Apr. 1980:
carriage house only

(2.75” x 3”)

Registration
and
Status Dates

NHL DOESHPO LOCAL / OTHERSR
9/15/78

1175

Representative Style Architecture

#

NR
7/22/78
79001482#

Historic Theme:

Registry Note:

MPS Name:
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Appendix C:  
National Register Nomination Report 
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